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INTRODUCTION.

This is the Second Volume of the Travancore
University Publications (Sanskrit Series) and is, by Gracious
parméssion, dedicated to His Highness the Maharaja of
Travancore, the Chancellor of the University.

Agnivesya-Grhya-Saitra, as the name implies. is a
work on household rites and ceremonies after the teachings
of an Acarya, Agnivegyah. To the Hindu, every household
event, from Garbhadh&na to death and obsequies, has specific
rites and ceremonies associated with it. Though the basic
cssentimls underlying these ceremonies are more or less the
same among all belonging to the first threc Varnas, the
actual forms as obtained in practice may be considerably
different for diffcrent groups belonging to the same Varnas
and inhabiting the same localitics.  This is so, sinee
different familics and groups may be traditionally attached
to different ritualistie schools or Sawras baving different
forms of procedure. Such Sutras are many, some having
extensive following, some with only a few faiwilies attachcd
to them and some extinet and without any following today.
This gitra or school of Agnivegya has very fcw followers
now, at any rate, in South India.

Criginally, the various clans among the Aryans would
naturally have had slightly varying but closely allied, modes
of celebrating their household cvents. What were at first
small and incousequential variations, tended in course of time
to differ more and more and finally gave rise to various
schools of ritualism each with its own specific and codified
forms and procedure. These warious schools are crcdited
to have been founded by great Rsis or Acaryas and are
designated by the names of their founders. The actual
authors of the works as we now see them might have been
very probably the last teachers of the groups, who once for

all fixed the ritualism and caused them to be codified as a
G. P. T, 874. 500. 10-3-1116,
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Protectoin against fanciful variations in future, These Grhya
Siitras are a verituble ethnologieal treasure, an extensive and
critical study of which is capable of thl'owing. considerable
light on some of the dark and unknown corners of ancient
Aryan society and life. For example, may not Pdgana-
sth@pana, a ceremony in connection with the obsequics, be a
mwiniatare replica of dolmen muking of olden days? Many
such quostions, [ am sure, will find correet solutions from a
critical study of Grhya and Srauta literature.  But I must
refrain.

The work before us is attributed to an Rsi or teacher
Agnivegyah.  This name looks more like a patrgnymic
surnam: derived from an individual, Agnitega, than the
gpecific name of any individual.  Agnivega’s son will be
Aguiveéi and his lineal  deseendants, howsocver remote, will
b. Agniveé. s (MEINRNRT s Pan. IV.i1105). Our Aglliveéya
being the founder of a fixed school of rites and ecercmouies,
ons may jusuly e¢xpeei to find his name, and perbaps his
gencalogy, in Srauta literature, particularly the Brahmagas.

There is positive reference to an Agniveya in the
Acaryaparainpara of Brhadaranyaka. In Brahm. 6 of Cb.
II, be is deseribed as a disciple of Acaryas Sz’mdi]ya and
Anabhimlata ; and in Brabm. 6 of Ch. 1V, an Agnivesya is
mentioned as a disciple of Gargya., (.. sufiqdga: wrifewara-
afiyrotare ... 1[-6; .. enRa¥waY meatg... 1V-6). Sankara in
his commentary says that Vaméa here means Acaryaparam.
para and not lineal descent (raTdguqomdl aw FGAA |
AU (Oreq: gswRg wrar: ...).  While the Agnivesyas
mentioned in two places might be two brothers or cousins,
there is nothing against both references denoting a single
individual who might have been a disciple of all the three
Acaryss, Sandllya. Anabhimlata and Gargya. It may be
noted that in both places one Gautama is mentioned as the
disciple of Agnivesya. As such, it is more reasonable to
take the view that the Agnivesya referred to in both places
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is one and the same individual. This AgniveSya must have
been a great and well-recognised Acarya with a good Sisya-
parampard of his own to have merited recognition in so
important a work as Brhadarany:ka.

From the commentary on Taittiriya Pratisakhya (Ch.
IX-Su, 4-saatgeariiadgaarediedt:) we learn that Agnivesya
was the founder of a Sakha (snfimizameieat: grigdloadaid
...... )-  As Brhadaranyaka is part of Satapatha Brahmana
closely related to TaittirTya, it is very probable that the
reference in the Pratisakhya and Brhadaranyaka applies to
one and the same Agnivesya.

Again in the commentary of Viadhiila Srauta Sttra, also
belonging to Taittiriya Sakha, (now being prepared for the
press), the following passage is met “with: “wgot ayemuEa—
& & v ATY@n: ? FRTATRAITEAS) ITARGIA T 1 AU FEw
THH — ATYST FAg@Erant [AfXant This  passage shows
that AgniveSya and his school formed one of the four
subdivisions of Vadhul: school. In Kerala where Vadhtla
Satra is fairly common, the Malayalam Anuvadam of
Vadhila Srauta-Prayoga is known as “TaittirTyam Bhaga.”
This will show the close relation of Vadhula school and
TaittirTya Sakha. Hence it is legitimaie to infer that the
Agnivesya referrcd to here is the same Agnivesya that we
are already familiar with.

We find that this Agnivesya school was a recognised and
authoritative one, upto the timc - of Madhvacarya ; for, we
find him citing Agnivesya Sruti in support of his contentions
in many places in his commentary on Brahmasttra
(Reigesey ... 2-3.32 “PrEm=g) tramst fraes: @ g
CARAY T AGHI T wiladgagia’—g@i).  Later on, one finds
Appayya Diksita in his Madhvatantramukhamardanam
(Transcript No, 65 of this office), belittling Agnivegyasruti
in such words as ... snadzmugdRRETy .. ... wFANR-
grna ggart @ifgediesars: .7 This shows  thdt Agni-
veSyam had lost much of its following and had become an
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unimportant and little known school by the time of
Appayya. Still, it is clear that though the school had

lost all its importance, it was, all the same, known to
Diksita,

There is evidence to show that Agnivesyagrhyastitra
was not one of the original and independant schaols: but
was only a branch or offshoot of one of the original schools.
In the introduction to Bodhayana Grhyasutra (No. 32.
Government Oriental Library Serics, Mysore), the learned
cditor starts with a quotation said to have been taken from
Agnivesyagrhyasiitra, He says, “ qoqay f§ shqastd gaanid
MR | AT — WAATAGA”, and quotes ¢ AY(Q: FHEIN ATEAL-
WA | ARAANES  GAINE FreEuEErRd aifvgeraraetad
mEAd FEAEARATE T o Famd et gt
e arges Araied FilesT SdEFHA TaEAEEER;. AEE-
agam: ydrgesnn: g'n” Practically the same quotation is
mat with in Smytimuktaphala of Vaidyanatha Diksita (Vani-
Vilas Press, Pulghat. 1906—page 13). However, in none of
the fivy manuscripts of AgnivesSyagrhyasitra we had access
to, is this quotation or its fair equivalent secn, though there
are passages like uagar g amsadmafaaas@fy ad Smeaes
F& (page 150), showing that the work in hand is posterior
to Bodhayana school. Besides such references, the text
abounds in passages (pages 69, 76, 112, etc) indentical with
those found in other Grhyastitras, particularly Bodhayana’s.
This also shows that Agnivesyagrhyastitra is posterior to
Bodbayana, Bharadvaja cte. Among the nine original
schools appearing in the quotation cited above, one is
founded by Sandilya and of the nine subsidiary schools one
is that of Agnivesya. In Brhadarunyaka we bhave found
Agnivesya to be a disciple of Sandilya, Anablimlata and
Gargya. When these two findings are read together one is
justified in considering Agnivesya school as an off-shoot of

the original Sandilya school, modifiid by the teachings of
Ausbhimlata snd Gargya.
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From the above considerations it will be scen that
AgniveSya school, though a subsidiary one, can be traced
from Brahthana periods. This school exists even today
in parts of Tamil-nad though its adherents are very few.

_In Rg Veda we meet with a Satri, son of Agnivesa
and a Rajarsi, extolled by Rsi  Samvaranpa in the Rk,
gEagEaay oY wEms seat Fgad: ... (Ast. i, Ch.
iv. Var. iv. M. 9). Sayana in his commentary on this
Rk quotes a couplet, wRayngd afwawamgaszg @ -
W wmNERt gweRgaE: @ ou,  and adds, wdiss agwat,
aqitPagany; enfiad’™ Nﬁﬂ’%ﬂga‘q; oA CIAqE NG
gofi¥, o1, &1 From this we gather that Satri, the son
of Afnivesa gnd known after his parental name ax Agniveéi
was a rich Rajarsi extolled by Rsi Samvarana in the Veda.
A descendant of this Agnivesi would, be known by the
patronymic surname of Agnivesyah. The founder of the
Agnivesya schocl may well be an Agnivesynh of this line,

In Mahabharata (Sambhava Parva) there are references
to the A érama of Aglli\feé}'zt where Drona, the Brahmin
warrior, had his military training. Drona says.

IAWUFIY FTRET H1379: |
AANTYE,  AGIAETTE P14 0
AMAT AR ATGIA: qATIHT )
TEIEGIRATAEAAARIN! T g
wfwgara 2 @ gast@ar WawTE"TD |
ATTIZALAYT FNOT T HEAG]A ||
WG ARAT AGIE FANIAA |
(Kumbhakonam Edition Adi.ch. 140-40.42)
AgduRTyTaEa gHAgASga |
HGHATH (¥ TFTIATqq1 1

AT GFAE A AA TE: LU
aftadza gy evasen fsqisien artas |
(Kumbh. Ed. Adi. ch, 151-10)

In this Pooua critical edition and Kerala Mss. (Nos. 6877, 5035 eto.) the
readings are 1, waf¥zt, 2. efftestd, 3. Missing.
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If a descendant of Satri, a KRajarsi and hence a Keatriya,
establishes a Gurukula, it is only reasonable to expect there
adequate arrangements for high class military trathing, There
is no need to take into account the great difference between
Vedic and Bharata days in this. For one thing, Bharata is no
plain straight-forward history; further, we find in Bhatata,
in one connection or other, mostof the Vedic anecdotes,
philosophy and what not, rearranged and readjusted by
the nuthor, n reputed master of Vedic literature. Such being
the case, there is nothing improbable in the view that Vyasa
might have brought in Satris’ or his descendaut’s name
into Bharata in a manner suited to mect his requirements.
If this is so, this Agnivesya, a descendant of Satsi may
possibly be the founder of the school. Beyoud presenting
a problem, his identity cannot, with our available knowledge,
he proved. In other words, though the Agnivesya school
can fairly well be traced up to Brahmana periods, the
genealogy  of the founder can only be swrmixcd,

IL.

We had nominally {ive manuscripts to prepare the press
copy 3 bul all told, the whole lot could be really  counted as
one, us the differences found were of litde  valoe in coHation
or correction.

These mauﬁscripts were secured for the library by
Pandit R. A. Sastri. low he Lappened to discover them
is an interesting story and is here retold in accordance with
the information he has supplied.

“ Some time during 1915 to 1922, while he was engaged
in the formation of the Oriental Library, Baroda, he wis
aguin on the look out for works on Aguivesyam despite
gevernl former faidures, when he was informed that ihore
were followers of that Sttra in certain Villages on the banks
of the Uttara Pinakini (modern * Pomar™), in Nellore
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Oistrict. But on enquiries at the place, the information was
once again found to be incorrect ; and all further search for
Agnivesyam was more or less given up.

A year or two back, while Mr. Sastriyar was visiting
Avitaiyar-Koil in Tanjore District during one of his manu-
script hunting expeditions, he chanced to go to a certain
temple called ¢ Adikailasa Ksotra”, an old and reputed
place of pilgrimage, some 70 miles to the south of the
town of Tanjore. There he was conversing with the
priests on ritualistic details regarding pujas and other
cercmonials as obtaining in that temple when it was revealed
that thosc prleﬁtq were followers of Agnivesyasatra, Mr.,
Sastri lost no time in gotting into the good books of the
priests and securing a fairly well-preserved, yet at least a
century and a half old, palm lcaf manuscript of Agnivegya-
grhyasatra. In Mr. Sastri’s own words, *this was duc to the
Grace of Lord Sri Padmanabha, the Presiding Deity of
Travancore and the good fortune of His Dasa, His Highness
Bala Rama Varma Maharaja’.

During a subsequent visit to the same place Mr.  Sastri
had the good fortune to unearth two more manuscripts of the
samc work from the Grantha collection in the priest’s
quarters of the temple.  These were also secured  with the
kind permission of His Holiness Namasivayam Tampiran,
the Trustee of that temple.

On further enquiries, Mr.  Sastri learnt that only those
belonging to this Saitra were permitted to enter the Garbha-
grha or officiate as priests in that temple, the tradition
being that, at the beginning of Kaliyuga Siva appeared at
the place before his devotees and ordained that only Agni-
veSya Sautrikas should officiate as priests in that temple
and appointed the fore-fathers of the present priests as
hereditary Archakas there. There are now onfy eleven
families following this Stitra and they are all, in one way
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or other, related to each other, as may naturally be expected
in the case of a small group marooned in the midst of alien
groups. These eleven families are of two G(;tras, Rauk-
gayana (Qwram) and Atreya (sm),each having three Prava.
ras, Angirasa, Mandhana, Madhuvachasa (snfires, e,
argaes) and Atreya, Arcananasa, Syavasva (stda, Wim,

war) respectively.

”

The nature and characteristics of the manuseripts  used
in the preparation of this work are given below in tabular

form:—
l ,
Designa-l Nature of  [Obtained from| © Remarks.
tion l manugeript,

& ' Cadjan manuscript| Arantangi, | Complete, ex-

; Tanjorc |ceptin certain
‘ parts as Tata -
kakalpa (Pr.11,

Ch. IV.)

& v Avitaiyarkoil Do.

a " » Do, some
leaves in the
beginning also
missing.

g | Paper manuscript | Avitaiyarkoil [ 2nd and 3rd
Pragnas only,

¥ ” Kadiraman- | 3rd Prasna

galam only

" Of these five, the one designated % was the best pre-
served and it served as the basic manuscript forithe prepara-
tion of the press copy.

s
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As there are neither here (Kerala) nor anywhere near,
followers of this school whose assistance could be utilised to
corroborate Or correct the discrepancies found in the manu-
scripts, we had solely to depend upon published Grhya-
stitras of other schools and Brahmanas to clear any doubt
or difficulty that arose during the preparation of the press
copy. During such comparisons it was noted that in many
places, particularly in Pragnas 11 and ILI, many passages
were fully or nearly identical with the Bodhayana texts on
the same ceremonies; toa lesser extent, passages identical
with.those obtained in Bharadvaja sutra were also met with.
A few out of the many are cited here as examples:—

Agnivesyam Bodhayanam " Beginning of text
(2nd edn. Mysore)
140 377 " wyg gaigafir: ...
161 399 THE GFL: oo
163 403 Y FRATARAAEA. . .
165 406 iy Sergegai. . ... .
168 417 oY FYIEALT .
Agnivesyam Bharadvajam
(Leyden Edn., 1913)
3 2 STATTHE -«
50 27 YT TG ...
99 84 qAR9ghEd. . ...
&c &c &c

In a number of places metrical matter is met with
perhaps, subsequent additions to serve as mmnemonics. It
may, however, be noted that such metrical passages are also
geen in the Bodhayana sutra (Mysore edition.)

In the section on Devataradhana, semi-tantric forms
including the use of Yantras are mentioned though regular
images are not.  These perhaps may -be later additions and
answer to 'more or less similar portions found in other



Grhyasttras as Asvalayana’s, in the form of Parlémtas or
appendices.

.

A few peculiar ‘rites and practices not found in other
well-known Stitras are met with. One such is Sthagaralam-
kara (pp. 40,41)., This practice, it seems, is current in
parts of Bengal. The cight materials to be assembled for
tha ceremony nearly answers to the Agtamangalya articles
commonly used in Malabar. Among Keraliyas, there is an
Astamangalya waving by wom folk to be performed daily
for the first four days, This is purely a Ladies’ rite, and
is not a part of the regular rituals. In Agnivesya too, this
ceremony is recognised as a ladies” rite, is evident from the
concluding words ¢ asx far sgagata. ’

In the third adhyaya of third prasva(page 131) a pass-
age oceures ...ee WY g qUA wE SR g ar.. ... ”,
l‘ his shows that according to this school Sraddha day was
fixed by naksatra and not by tithi. This is rare in Tamiluad
though v'ry common ainong Kerala Brahmins,

The text is divided into three Prasnas or sections, The
fiest consisting of seven chapters covers the important
ceremonials connected with Upanayana and marriage, the
second also with seven chapters, deals with Pumsavana
to Sanyasa while the last with twelve chaptors is devoted to
a miscellany consisting of Sraddhas, Pitrmedbas and the
like.

It is noteworthy that the fifth adhyaya of first Pragna
contains only mantras (of Vivaha) without any jrayogavidhis
whereas in all others mantras occur in their proper places
among prayoga directions.

. Tu several places (pp. 62,65, 67 cte,) right upto the end,
one meets with the' phrase, ¢ thus sayeth Bbagavan Agni-
veyah ¥ (g@g wnaran@wdzs:) The phrase, and  parti-
cularly the use of the adjective Bhagavan, lcads one to infer
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that the ‘actual compiler of the work could not have been
Rsi Agnivesya himself, but some distinguished disciple of
bhis school, ®as would naturally be the case. The phrasc
found scattered throughout is, however, sufficient evidence
to show that the work is fully based on the teachings of
Agnivesyal.

In this work four other acharyas sre mentioned by their
works viz.,, Bodhayana (yaaar g sesrAxrEiaGiRy #d €ar-
a9EF FA@-page 150) , KusaharTtah (vsafy g qmafy g «
9 gyivee waa’ IRy saERia: page 177), and Pugkarasadi
(@a: gwEi: p. 9.) and  Kausitaki (@#d fgsgd 3 @d
fAgiat g sidmPsiRgive . p. 153.)

The lung:mge on the whole, is old, but not very archaic.
There are a good number of word-formations untenable
according to PaninTyan grammar, such us g , s , A,
(p. 176) ; wwda (p. 70.) ; sda, (p. 112); @wsw (p 177)
ete,  Such  archaic  expressions  are  left  uutouched.
Specific foot-notes arce not added calling attention to them
as such cxpressions were found too many to be dealt with
in that manner.

A Mantra index is appended tracing the sources
wherever possible, In the ease of xowe, no source can be
found out and such are, for want of a better procedure,
supposed to have existed in extinct or Khila portions of
Samhitas or Brahmunas,

With all the care bestowed on proof correction, a short.
list of errata bas become incvitable for which we tender
our apologies to the public.

It conclusion I have "great pleasure in acknowledging
with sincere thanks the valuable services of Pandits N, Rama
Sastri, A. Yajnaswami Sartoa and V. Subbarayucl;aryu
vendered in connection with this publication, Pandits N,
Rama Sastri and A. Yagnaswami Sarma have not spared any
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pains in preparing the press copy, hunting up -references,
proof-reading and preparation of Mantra index, and it is
very creditable tLat they were able to  completes the labours
from star: to finish in the short space of about tweve weeks.

The manuscripts for this publication were procured for
us by Sriman Pandit R. A. Sastri, the well-known' Veteran
Munuscript Collector, to whom the University Manusecripts
Library is indebted for muny of its collcctions.  We have
also had the benefit of his advice; and inmy personal eapacity
as well as in the name of the University 1 tender our sincere
thanks for the great help we have received from him,

Aund now, iu all humility, I place the work before the
loarnxd public whose just appreciation alone will ever be our

best reward.

Oriental Manuseripts Library,

Univorsity of Travancore, L. A. RAvVi VaArMA,
Trivandrum .
218t Ootober 1940, Honorary Divector.
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